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Abstract

In this talk, | shed new light on the “Four-Seven” debate in Korean Neo-Confucianism from the
standpoint of emotion theory. While previous studies have focused mainly on the structure of li-gi
(cn: li-qi ER) metaphysics, | will pay special attention to the appropriateness and publicness of
emotions. First, | examine the notion of joongjeol(cn: zhongjié H&i)’, commonly understood as the
appropriateness of emotions. The questions here are whether the “Seven Emotions” (&) can be
regarded as good as the “Four Sprouts” (sadan/siduan [Hi), when they are expressed properly in a
specific moral situation and whether they are understood to be bad if expressed unproperly in the
given situation. Since this issue was first raised in the debate between Toegye(3RiZ) Yi Hwang(Z=R&,
1501-1570) and Gobong(/&22) Gi Daeseung(&AKF, 1527-1572) it has been continuously discussed
among Korean Neo-Confucianism, developing into debates on various and complex topics,
culminating in of the debate on emotions’ publicness and privateness during the late Joseon
period. | conclude that the Four-Seven debate raised a series of important philosophical
discussions, at the center of which lay in the ethical and socio-political meaning and significance of
emotions. | argue that this debate is worthy philosophical reinvestigation from the standpoint of
emotion theory.
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